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The Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. gives permission to all bromeliad societies to reprint 
articles in their journals provided proper acknowledgment is given to the original author and the Bromlink, 
and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person 

or organisation without prior permission of the author. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.  
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles. 
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President’s Page ….. 
  

Hasn’t 2019 gone quickly! We have already had our first major GCSBS show for the year at 
Carrara, several shopping centre sales days, 6 monthly meetings, a bus trip to the Nambour 
Garden Expo, and at least one other public display (Gold Coast Botanic Gardens). I hope 
that you have also had lots of time to enjoy your bromeliads and succulents and the other 
plants that I am sure you have in your garden. 
 
I would like to give a serious thanks to the organisers of the bus trip to Nambour. We had 
over 30 people on the bus – members and non-members – a very good response. From the 
talk on the bus on the way home, I know that people greatly enjoyed themselves. There 
were a lot of sellers that we don’t get a chance to see easily at any other time. That meant 
that people were able to buy plants that our sellers do not grow, thus widening the range of 
plants available to our members. I hope that we can organise bus trips to other garden 
expos in the future; there are a few other opportunities during the year to do this – Ipswich 
and Pine Rivers, for example. 
 
Greg and Narelle Aizlewood will be running their Back to Basics session on Sunday 11 
August at their place. I would urge all members to consider going along to this; it is a great 
opportunity to refresh our knowledge of the basics of managing our plants, and it is a good 
time to ask questions of Greg and Narelle and the other people there about that niggling 
problem that you have with one or more plants. 
 
The next few months will continue our busy year. Our Annual General Meeting will be held 
on 28 September – your chance to nominate for a position that will allow you to give back 
to the society that provides you with a lot of enjoyment through the years.  
 
In October we host Golden Broms – the 19th Australasian Bromeliad Conference – at the Sea 
World Resort. This is our chance to showcase our society to the rest of Queensland, 
Australia, New Zealand, and the rest of the world. We have people coming from several 
overseas countries plus other Australian states. I hope that we can provide them with an 
enjoyable and informative weekend on the Gold Coast. Please look at ways that you can 
help to do this. We’ll tell you more at the next couple of Saturday meetings. These 
conferences are not technical; they are for everyone. I really enjoyed my first bromeliad 
conference at Sunny Broms in 2017 and was pleased that the presenters provided their 
sessions in ways that I, as a beginning bromeliad hobbyist, could understand and enjoy. 
Golden Broms will be the only chance that you get to listen to some different presenters 
from New Zealand, the USA and around Australia. In addition, it will be a lot of fun! 
 
Enjoy your plants! We’ll see you at the meetings. 
John Hodgkinson 
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Events & Upcoming Speakers for our 
General Meetings 2019 
 

July 27   General Meeting 
Main: Steve Flood will speak about ‘Companion Planting Using 
Bromeliads’ 
Member Participation: Health & Safety with Bromeliads including 
Tillandsias with Greg Aizlewood 
Popular Vote Competition 
Plants of the month: Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent 
 

August 11   Back to Basics Day at the Aizlewoods – details March / April 2019 Bromlink or 
contact Narelle Aizlewood on 07 5546 1161 or 0418 193 628 
 
August 24   General Meeting 
Main: Barry Kable will present ‘How to Build a Shade House’ 
Member Participation: Growing Succulents (including awareness of toxicity) with Peter 
Wright 
Popular Vote Competition 
Plants of the Month: Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent 
 
September 28   Annual General Meeting 
Main: Ruth Higgins will present ‘Preparing Succulents for Competition’ 
Member Participation: ‘Preparing Bromeliads for Competition’ with Narelle Aizlewood 
Last Popular Vote Competition for the year 
Plants of the Month: Billbergia, Vriesea & any succulent 
 
October 17 – 20    Golden Broms Australasian Conference at the Gold Coast 
 
October 26   General Meeting 
Main: Charlie Birdsong from Louisiana will present ‘The Nidularioid Complex’ 
Member Participation: Jen Burrows will talk about ‘Hybridising at Home’ 
Presentation of Popular Vote Competition Awards 
Plants of the Month: Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent 
 
November 16 & 17   Carrara Markets ‘Spring Spectacular’ 
 
November 23   General Meeting 
Xmas end of year celebration plus Colossal Plant Raffle 
No Popular Vote Competition 
Plants of the Month: Any bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent 
 
December: No meeting 
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Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. 
Annual General Meeting 28th September 2019   

 
Notice to Members 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 
of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. will be 
held on Saturday, September 28th, 2019, at the Helensvale 
Community Centre, Discovery Drive, Helensvale.   
 
All Management Committee positions will be declared vacant at this AGM and nominations 
are called from any financial member (as at 28th September) to stand for election to these 
positions. 
 
Closing date for nominations to the Management Committee is Saturday 14th September 
2019, and must be completed on a G.C.S.B.S. Nomination Form, appropriately nominated, 
seconded and accepted by members of the G.C.S.B.S. Duly completed Nomination Forms 
can also be posted to G.C.S.B.S. President, P.O. Box 452, Helensvale Plaza 4212, or handed 
directly to the President. 
 
Agenda for Annual General Meeting 
: Minutes of the previous A.G.M. to be read. 
: Business arising from those minutes 
: President’s Report for 2018/2019 
: Treasurer’s Report including Presentation of Auditor’s Report and Adoption of the  
Financial Statement 
:  Appointment of the Auditor for the G.C.S.B.S. for the year 2019/2020 
:  Management Committee Elections by Returning Officer. 
:  General Business:  Any other matter(s) for discussion as lodged by financial members in 
writing to the President by Saturday 14 September 2019. 
 
*Please note the following applicable by-laws. 
1. In accordance with the Constitution & By-Laws, all Members of the Management 
Committee must be current financial members to hold their position. 
2. Only financial members of the Society can vote at the AGM. 
3. The consecutive terms of office for the position of President, Treasurer or Secretary is 
limited to a maximum of three consecutive years at any one time in the same position. 
 
Nomination & proxy forms will be available at the July & August 2019 General Meetings.  
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2020 Membership Badge Photo Competition 
 

We will require new membership badges for our 
membership year commencing October 1st.  
 
The badge for the next year is due to feature a 
bromeliad – as we alternate between succulents & 
bromeliads. 
 
We have decided that a member’s photo should be 
featured on our membership badge. 
 
So, members are encouraged to lodge their pictures electronically (via email) to Shane at: 
GCSBS.VP@gmail.com by Sept 22. 
 
The successful entry will be chosen by popular vote of the members in attendance at the 
AGM on Sept 28. 
 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Silvia Nelson for your photograph of the Mudgeeraba Market. 
 
Thanks also to Peter Cook for your article about Grace Goode. The GCSBS has sent 
congratulations to Grace from our society. 
 
The use of photos from the FCBS is acknowledged for educational purposes only. 
 
 An early reminder that annual subscriptions are due on 1st October. 
 Photo: Euphorbia lactea – Gavin Braden 2nd Popular Vote Comp Succulents Open 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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Amazing Grace Celebrates her 102nd Birthday in July 2019 
by Peter Cook from the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society 

 

Grace Goode, OAM, will celebrate her 102nd birthday in July this year. The Sunshine Coast 

Bromeliad Society Inc. wish her all the best and thank her for the fantastic contributions she had 

made over many years to the bromeliad world. 

Grace was born on the 23 July 1917 at Nambour and has spent most of her life on the Sunshine 

Coast. She was always a gardener - roses, carnations, dahlias, orchids -  all sorts of flowers . By 

1970 she had discovered the love of her life – bromeliads. 

This started when Grace was introduced to bromeliads by her mother who gave her a plant later 

identified by Olwen Ferris as Billbergia pyramidalis var. concolor. Grace was well into her 50's when 

she was introduced to bromeliads and her only regret is that she hadn't found out about them 

earlier. 

 
Within a few years she was travelling to conferences around the world and became a well-
known hybridist. 

 
Most people know Grace through her hybrids. She started hybridising in the early 1970s, largely 

in response to the very limited number of bromeliads available then in Australia. Initially, she 

concentrated on neoregelias. Some of her earlier hybrids are: ‘Sheer Joy,’ ‘Little Joy’, ‘Blackie,’ 

‘Red Plate' and the well-known 'Amazing Grace’.  Her best known hybrid is probably 

‘Charm’ which is a cross between N. marmorata and N. chlorosticta. As a matter or interest, Grace 

considers Charm is exactly the plant she was trying to produce from this cross, as it combined 

the form (conformation) of N. marmorata and the colouration of N chlorosticta. 

Another major area of hybridisation activity has been with Cryptanthus. Some of her early hybrids 

are: 'Misty Charm’, ‘Misty Dawn’, ‘Misty Glow’ and ‘Misty Flame.’ Bob Whitman brought many of 

Grace's cryptanthus hybrids to the United States of America (USA). They included: 'Melanie’, 

‘Seven Veils’,'BIack Mood’, ‘Hells Bells’ and ‘Spellbound’. She also sent hybrid cryptanthus seed to 

the USA from which have been produced plants such as ‘Fond Memory’, ‘Happy Thoughts’, 

‘Texas Star’ and ‘Crown Jewels’. 

Grace has produced close to 1000 named hybrids. As well as neoregelia and cryptanthus hybrids, 

she has produced aechmea, billbergia, nidularium and tillandsia hybrids. She has also made several 

bigeneric hybrids, with perhaps the best ones being xNiduregelia ‘Something Special' and 

‘Vision Splendid’. 
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Well into her later years, Grace was still actively producing hybrids. Some outstanding 
neoregelia hybrids include: 'Amen’, ‘Africa,’ ‘Alley Cat’, ‘Mandela’ and ‘One and Only.’ 
 
In the 2004 Australia Day Awards, Grace was awarded the Order of Australia Medal in 

recognition of her efforts in growing and, in particular, hybridising bromeliads. Grace is also an 

honorary trustee of The Bromeliad Society International as well as The Cryptanthus Society and is a 

life member of the Bromeliad Society of Australia, Cairns Bromeliad Society, Bromeliad Society of 

Queensland and the Sunshine Coast Bromeliad Society. 

In the last few years her health has started to fade and she now lives in a nursing unit on 
the Sunshine Coast. 
 
Photo below left: Grace being presented with her OAM in 2004 
 

Photo below right: Grace with other world renowned hybridist Chester Skotak at the 2017 

SunnyBroms Conference 

 
Some Photos of Bromeliads Registered by Grace 

(Photos supplied by Cheryl Basic) 

        Neoregelia ‘Because’                                                   Neoregelia  ‘Lavish’ 
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      Neoregelia ‘Sweet Reward’                                      Neoregelia ‘ Rise and Shine’      

  

        Neoregelia ‘Shep’                                                      Neoregelia ‘ Roseberry’                                                                              
  

Photo below: Mudgeeraba Market – photo from Silvia Nelson
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Popular Vote Competition 
 

Results June 2019 

Bromeliads Open 
1st Jennifer Laurie with Guzmania 
sanguinea  
2nd True Grant with Aechmea 
hoppii  
3rd True Grant with Vriesea 
‘Snowball’  
 
Bromeliads Novice 
1st Gilda & Alfonso Trudu with 
Tillandsia ‘Little Widgee’ 
2nd Keryn Simpson & Dave Boudier 
with Neoregelia ‘Predator’  
3rd  Keryn Simpson & Dave 
Boudier with Neoregelia ‘Perfection’      
                                                        Photo Above: Wallisia cyanea (variegated)  G & N Aizlewood 
                                                                
Succulents Open 
1st Ian Cairns with Senecio desflersii  
1st  Barb McCune & Ron Jell with Cleistocactus strausii 
2nd Gavin Braden with Euphorbia lactea 
3rd Gavin Braden with Monadenium montanum v. rubellum 
                            
Succulents Novice 
1st Alyssa Luck with 
Rebutia fulviseta cultivar 
2nd Keryn Simpson & 
Dave Boudier with 
Zygocactus 
3rd Alyssa Luck with 
Mammillaria carmenae                                        
 
Photo right: Neoregelia 
‘Predator’ Kerryn 
Simpson & Dave Boudier 
                                                                 
Decorative Container 
1st Alyssa Luck with 
Anastasia & Betty  
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2nd Gavin Braden with Succulent Garden 
2nd Suz Baker with Cryptanthus ‘Spring Song’ 
3rd Wendy Perske with Tillandsia Bowl 
 

Photos June 2019 Popular Vote Competition 
 
Photo top: Aechmea hoppii – True Grant 
Photo bottom: Decorative Container – Alyssa Luck   
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Did You Know? 
 
Cipuropsis amicorum used to be called Tillandsia amicorum.  
 
The genus Cipuropsis was resurrected in the revision of the Tillandsioideae subfamily by 
Barfuss et al. (2016).   
 
There are 3 species in this genus:  

 
➢ Cipuropsis subandina was a Tillandsia then a Vriesea. It is not in cultivation. 

 
➢ Cipuropsis amicorum (used to be a Tillandsia) is native to Venezuela & grows at 1000 

metres. This bromeliad species is in Australia & has a striking inflorescence.  
 

➢ Cipuropsis asmussii is a new species from Venezuela recently described by Gouda. It 
grows at 1200  metres in cloud forest. 
 

 
Photos: Cipuropsis amicorum (Courtesy of FCBS 
website) 
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Back to Basics - Writing the Names of Bromeliads & 
Succulents by True Grant 

Species 

At the simplest level of scientific classification, each plant has a name made up of two parts, 
a generic (or genus) name and a specific name or epithet (species name). Together, these 
two names are referred to as a binomial. 

A generic name (genus) is a ‘collective name’ for a group of plants. It indicates a grouping of 
plants that all share a suite of similar characters. Ideally these should all have evolved from 
one common ancestor. The specific name 
(species) allows us to distinguish between 
different plants within a genus. 

Binomial names are always written with 
the generic name first, starting with a capital 
letter e.g. Neoregelia, Haworthia. When 
printed, italics are used.                     

The specific epithet (species name) always 
follows the generic name, starting with a 
lower-case letter e.g. compacta, cymbiformis. 
When printed, italics are also used.                

                                                                                          
Photo: Haworthia cymbiformis 

The full species name or binomial being Neoregelia compacta, Haworthia cymbiformis. 

The genus and species names are generally in Latin or are Latinised words from other 
languages, particularly Greek. Other derivations are also sometimes used. 

There are hierarchical levels of classification above and below the genus and species, the 
most commonly referred to is the grouping of several genera (plural of genus) into a family. 
As with plants within the same genus, plants in the same family have many characteristics 
in common. The bromeliad family is Bromeliaceae & there are 8 bromeliad subfamilies, one 
of which is Tillandsioideae. Many plant families have multiple succulents found within 
them e.g. Crassulaceae. Family & subfamily names start with a capital letter. Italics are not 
used.  

There are a number of levels of classification below that of species, with one of the most 
commonly used being variety, abbreviated to 'var.'. This allows further subdivision of plant 
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groups to reflect the variation in form and distribution we 
see in nature e.g. Aechmea bromeliifolia var. 
albobracteata (photo top), Haworthia reticulata var. 
haageana.  Italics are used when printed.   

These subdivisions, along with species, genera, families and 
other groupings or ranks within plant classification, are 
referred to as taxa (plural) or a taxon (singular). The 
Bromeliad Taxon list is an excellent current resource for 
bromeliad species – put ‘Taxon List Bromeliaceae’ into your 
search engine to access this list. 

Cultivars 

Cultivars are cultivated varieties & are plants that differ 
from the species or varieties to a recognizable degree. They 
may be found in the wild or in cultivation. This group 
includes hybrids which are the product of crossing two or 
more species or hybrids. 

The genus name is written with a capital letter & italicised 
(as for species) & the cultivar name is written with capital 
letters, is enclosed in single quotes & is not italicised e.g.  Cryptanthus ‘Shimmer’, 
Echeveria ‘Goliath’. An example of why it is important to discriminate between species & 
cultivars is Neoregelia tigrina (a species) & Neoregelia ‘Tigrina’ (a hybrid). 

There is a group of plants with unofficial names such as variegated, variegata, 
albomarginata, red form etc. The best way to write these is to use brackets & anglicise 
where possible e.g. Tillandsia 
bulbosa (large form), Neoregelia 
carolinae (variegated), 
Neoregelia ‘Kahala Dawn’ 
(albomarginated),  Agave 
univittata (variegated). 

Intergeneric Hybrids 

There are also bromeliad 
intergeneric hybrids between 
different genera (within the 
same subfamily at this current 
time) which are recognised by a 
small ‘x’ before the intergeneric 
name e.g.  xNidumea ‘Pepe’ 
Photo bottom 
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Sincoraea  

By True Grant 

After the interesting talk about Orthophytums by Ron & Sue Murray at our April 2019 
general meeting,  I thought it timely to review the recent name changes involving the 
Bromeliodeae subfamily & this genera. 

Orthophytums were first described in 1820 by Johann Emanuel Pohl. 

At the beginning of the 20th century the botanist, Ernst Heinrich Georg Ule, described two 
new genera based on specimens collected, Sincoraea & Cryptanthos.  

In 1955 Lyman B Smith proposed that these two genera be included in the genus 
Orthophytum. 

The genus Sincoraea was re-established in 2017 & subsequently 11 Orthophytum species 
were reclassified as Sincoraea, the most well known in Australia being burle-marxii & 
navioides. Not all Orthophytum species were re classified. 

Below is a list of the changes which also impacted the bigenerics involved. 

I have highlighted the species & cultivars that are better known in Australia.  

SPECIES NEW GENUS OLD GENUS 
albopicta Sincoraea Orthophytum 
amoena Sincoraea Orthophytum 
burle-marxii Sincoraea Orthophytum 
hatschbachii Sincoraea Orthophytum 
heleniceae Sincoraea Orthophytum 
humilis Sincoraea Orthophytum 
mucugensis Sincoraea Orthophytum 
navioides Sincoraea Orthophytum 
ophiuroides Sincoraea Orthophytum 
rafaelii Sincoraea Orthophytum 
ulei Sincoraea Orthophytum 
 
CULTIVAR NEW GENUS OLD GENUS 
Andromeda x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Aurora x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Blushing Bride x Sincoregelia x Neophytum  
Burgundy Hill x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Burgundy Thrill x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Cosmic Blast x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Ecstasy x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 



18 

Firecracker x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Galactic Warrior x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Gary Hendrix x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
George H Anderson x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Lisanne Kiehl x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Lymanii x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Medalist x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Mollie S x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Ralph Davis x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Rising Tide x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Shiraz x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Supernova x Sincoregelia x Neophytum 
Andrea Sincoraea Orthophytum 
Blaze x Sincorphytum Orthophytum 
Blazing Bonsai x Sincortanthus x Orthotanthus 
Rosita x Sincorglaziovia x Orthoglaziovia 
Selby x Nidusincoraea x Ortholarium 
Powderpuff x Sincoraechmea x Orthomea 
 
Photo below: Sincoraea  
burle-marxii   
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Photo above: xSyncorphytum ‘Blaze’ 
 
 
 
 
 
             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo above: xSincoregelia ‘Gary Hendrix’ 

 
 
Renewing Member: Jan Bennett 
 

Life Members: Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, 
Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan  
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          UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS 
 

• Mudgeeraba Market   September 11 & 12 
 
 

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of 
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services 

Desk at each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when 
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact Narelle Aizlewood. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aims of the society are:  
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 

We welcome new members Derek, Sheila, Charlee & Michelle Carey, 

Carolyn Pember, Gail Colbert, Blessie Eulalia, Scot Hansen, Pat MaCrae, 

Megan McKerrell & Russ Sheasby Stephen EARDLEY  
 


